There is a type of child who sits under the ordinary class-room instruction and derives therefrom not the slightest benefit. lie appears listless and stupid, is not able to fasten his attention upon the. subject of the recitation, which may thrill his mates with interest, is wholly indifferent to the general school environment, and in no perceptible way is impressed by the teaching process, even though the character of the teaching may be excellent. Such a child is completely overshot by the traditional class instruction of the modern school, and sits there day after day wholly ignorant of what it all means.
One or two children of this type can usually be found in almost every first year class of thirty or forty pupils. The modern school offers 110 solution to the problem of teaching such children, save in some of the more highly favored city systems, where there are special schools for defectives. Consequently, such pupils are allowed to remain with the class, objects of pity and regret. The After sixteen weeks of this sort of failure the boy was placed under one of the best student teachers and started all over again.
His teacher showed great tact in dealing with his case, by appealing to his meagre interests, and holding his attention for short intervals.
The subject matter of the work did not differ materially from that which had been previously done with the class as a whole, but this boy was appealed to as an individual; and when it was found that his attention was wavering from the subject matter, the work was changed in such a way that his interest was made continuous.
To the delight of his teacher, and all who had observed him during the previous months, and even to his own great joy, it was found that he could learn. Under this method of treatment, he was not stupid at all, on the contrary his learning capacity was almost up to the average of the class. This is shown by a comparison of Tables I, II and III. The third column of 
